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Established major Nuclear PowersEstablished major Nuclear Powers

States of ConcernStates of Concern

Extremist Actors / NonExtremist Actors / Non--State ActorsState Actors

Possible Addressees of DeterrencePossible Addressees of Deterrence
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The Concept of DeterrenceThe Concept of Deterrence
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DeterrenceDeterrence isis aa psychologicalpsychological conceptconcept withwith thethe
aimaim ofof “persuading“persuading anan adversaryadversary notnot toto taketake
aggressiveaggressive actionaction oror attackattack byby convincingconvincing himhim

thatthat hehe willwill bebe denieddenied successsuccess ifif hehe proceedsproceeds oror
willwill suffersuffer punishmentpunishment exceedingexceeding thethe valuevalue ofof thethe
gainsgains hehe hopeshopes toto achieveachieve..””

~ Schlesinger Report, 2008~ Schlesinger Report, 2008
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A potential adversary may therefore be A potential adversary may therefore be 
deterred by:deterred by:

Denial orDenial or
PunishmentPunishment

The active and passive means applied can root in theThe active and passive means applied can root in the

PoliticalPolitical

EconomicEconomic

MilitaryMilitary

RealmRealm
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In order to fulfil the aforementioned purpose, In order to fulfil the aforementioned purpose, 

a deterrent must be at all timesa deterrent must be at all times

CredibleCredible

ReliableReliable

SafeSafe

PreconditionsPreconditions
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NATO’s Capacities and the NATO’s Capacities and the 
Holistic ApproachHolistic Approach
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US Tactical Nuclear Weapons in Europe,US Tactical Nuclear Weapons in Europe,
Dual Capable Aircrafts and Missile Defence Systems areDual Capable Aircrafts and Missile Defence Systems are

VisibleVisible

CapableCapable

ReliableReliable

FlexibleFlexible

ReusableReusable
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physical protection against Ballistic Missile attacks for territory physical protection against Ballistic Missile attacks for territory 
and deployed troopsand deployed troops

opens new measures for countering BM attacksopens new measures for countering BM attacks

elevates the costs of BM attacks on NATO Memberselevates the costs of BM attacks on NATO Members

fruitful field for international cooperationfruitful field for international cooperation

always to be seen as complementary to nuclear deterrencealways to be seen as complementary to nuclear deterrence

Missile DefenceMissile Defence
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All NATO Members are members of, do strongly All NATO Members are members of, do strongly 
support and are fully committed to:support and are fully committed to:

All major Arms Control and Non Proliferation Regimes All major Arms Control and Non Proliferation Regimes 
(NPT, CWC, BWC…)(NPT, CWC, BWC…)

UN Security Council Resolution 1540UN Security Council Resolution 1540

UN Security Council Resolution 1373UN Security Council Resolution 1373

International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of 
Nuclear TerrorismNuclear Terrorism
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ConclusionsConclusions
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NATO’sNATO’s tacticaltactical nuclearnuclear WeaponsWeapons asas wellwell
asas missilemissile defencedefence proposalsproposals fulfilfulfil thethe

preconditionspreconditions ofof thethe psychologicalpsychological conceptconcept

ofof deterrencedeterrence toto unfoldunfold effecteffect..
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AtAt thethe samesame time,time, NATONATO isis reducingreducing it’sit’s reliancereliance onon itsits
nuclearnuclear deterrentdeterrent

ToTo anan amountamount thatthat thethe internationalinternational securitysecurity environmentenvironment
allowsallows andand
WithinWithin multimulti-- oror bilateralbilateral armsarms controlcontrol regimesregimes..

Since the end of the Cold warSince the end of the Cold war

90% of US Nuclear Arms have been dismantled90% of US Nuclear Arms have been dismantled
97% of US Nuclear Weapons in Europe have been 97% of US Nuclear Weapons in Europe have been 
dismantled or drawn offdismantled or drawn off
Missiles and other means of delivery are no longer Missiles and other means of delivery are no longer 
targetedtargeted
Combat readiness in terms of months, not daysCombat readiness in terms of months, not days
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A PARADIGM SHIFT?

STRATEGIC DETERRENCESTRATEGIC DETERRENCESTRATEGIC DETERRENCESTRATEGIC DETERRENCE
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“Better a world with nuclear weapons but no major w ar, than one
with major war but no nuclear weapons.”            Sir Michael Quinlan
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"NATO’s"NATO’s corecore business,business, itsits raisonraison--d’etre,d’etre, isis toto protectprotect ourour
territoryterritory andand ourour populationspopulations........AndAnd inin aa worldworld wherewhere nuclearnuclear
weaponsweapons actuallyactually exist,exist, NATONATO needsneeds aa credible,credible, effective,effective, andand
safelysafely managedmanaged deterrentdeterrent..””

"Missile"Missile defencedefence isis nono replacementreplacement forfor anan effectiveeffective deterrentdeterrent..
ButBut itit cancan complementcomplement itit.. BecauseBecause therethere areare states,states, oror otherother
actors,actors, whowho mightmight notnot bebe rationalrational enoughenough toto bebe deterreddeterred byby ourour
nuclearnuclear weaponsweapons.. ButBut theythey mightmight bebe deterreddeterred byby thethe realizationrealization
thatthat theirtheir fewfew missilesmissiles mightmight notnot getget throughthrough ourour defensesdefenses..""

Anders Fogh Rasmussen,Anders Fogh Rasmussen,

22.04.201022.04.2010
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Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

Questions?Questions?


